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May is Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.  
 
New coronavirus relief bill introduced in House. 
H.R. 6800, the Health and Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency Solutions (HEROES) Act, 
introduced on May 12, would provide substantial new housing assistance. The House is expected to pass 
the bill on May 15, but it is not expected to become law in its current form. 

• The measure includes $309 million for additional USDA Section 521 Rental Assistance, which would 
be available for tenants who are not currently receiving RA as well as those who are. Up to $25 million 
of the total could be used for Section 542 vouchers.  

• The bill would expand the CARES Act’s provisions, which protect only those with federal housing 
assistance or federally backed mortgages, by creating a 12-month prohibition on all evictions of renters 
or homeowners based on nonpayment and a 12-month forbearance period for all owners of 
multifamily rental properties.  

• Funding would be added to numerous HUD programs including CDBG, public housing, vouchers, 
Sections 202 and 811, and McKinney-Vento homeless assistance programs. Another $100 billion 
would finance emergency aid to tenants through the Emergency Solutions Grant program.  

• State housing finance agencies would administer a new $75 billion Homeowner Assistance Fund. 

• Setasides for tribes would include $100 million for the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ Housing 
Improvement Program and $20 million for BIA to provide and deliver potable water.  

• The bill would revise USDA’s authority to offer payment moratoria to Section 502 direct and Section 
504 borrowers, requiring that determinations be based on individual borrowers’ circumstances.  

 
SBA taking Economic Injury Disaster Loan applications from agricultural businesses. 
Agricultural businesses with fewer than 500 employees are currently the only enterprises that can apply for 
the Small Business Administration’s coronavirus-related EIDL loans and advances. (SBA is continuing to 
process applications submitted before April 15 by other businesses.) A USDA webcast about the program 
is available online. For more information, contact the SBA disaster assistance customer service center, 1-
800-659-2955, disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.  
 
Agencies offer information for tenants and homeowners. 
CFPB, FHFA and HUD launched a new website on May 12 that explains CARES Act protections for 
renters and homeowners, suggests resources for additional help and provides information on how to 
avoid COVID-19 related scams. It also includes explanations and links to help determine whether homes 
are federally backed, a requirement for relief under CARES. A detailed CFPB blog post offers even more 
material for renters. USDA Rural Development has also published new Frequently Asked Questions for 
tenants in USDA-financed rentals, available in English and Spanish.  

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-asian-american-pacific-islander-heritage-month-2020/
https://asianpacificheritage.gov/
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/documents/Heroes%20Act%20Bill%20Text.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/house-democrats-introduce-the-heroes-act
http://www.ruralhome.org/whats-new/mn-coronavirus/1811-third-coronavirus-relief-bill-stops-evictions-funds-hud-but-not-usda-housing
https://www.sba.gov/page/disaster-loan-applications
https://globalmeetwebinar.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1314835&tp_key=71375737cc
mailto:disastercustomerservice@sba.gov
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_063
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/coronavirus/mortgage-and-housing-assistance/
http://www.ruralhome.org/whats-new/mn-coronavirus/1811-third-coronavirus-relief-bill-stops-evictions-funds-hud-but-not-usda-housing
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/about-us/blog/guide-covid-19-renter-protections/
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/USDARD/2020/05/06/file_attachments/1444590/MFH%20FAQ%20for%20Tenants-May%206%202020.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/USDARD/2020/05/06/file_attachments/1444591/MFH%20FAQ%20for%20Tenants-May%206%202020-SPANISH.pdf
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Census Bureau resumes some field operations.  
After suspending field operations for the 2020 decennial Census in mid-March because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Census Bureau has restarted them in some places to reach out to people who otherwise 
might not respond. HAC encourages everyone in the U.S. to respond to the Census.  
 
 
HAC examines data on coronavirus infections in rural America.  
As of May 3, there were more than 67,000 reported cases of COVID-19 and an estimated 2,500 associated 
deaths in rural communities. Maps and graphics presenting HAC’s analysis of this data are posted online. 
Rural areas with extremely high per capita infection rates include some communities with meat packing 
facilities in the Midwest, persistently poor African-American communities in the Southeast and Native 
American communities. Communities on, or near, the Navajo Nation have some of the highest reported 
infection rates in the entire U.S.  
 
Reporting capacity may play a role in rural media coverage.  
According to a new report by the Housing Assistance Council and Aspen Institute Community Strategies 
Group, Revealing Rural Realities: What Fuels Inaccurate and Incomplete Coverage of Rural Issues?, rural issues are 
likely to receive less attention in the media because of the lack of robust rural reporting capacity. The 
research, which included interviews of rural and non-rural journalists and a scan of media coverage, also 
found there is enormous interest on the part of journalists and their readers to learn about the issues that 
affect rural America, but resource and time limitations affect rural reporting efforts.  
 
Good rural data – including reliable sources of housing data – is essential.  
A new report, In Search of “Good” Rural Data: Measuring Rural Prosperity, shines light on the shortcomings of 
available data for rural communities. Published by the Urban Institute with the Housing Assistance 
Council and Aspen Institute Community Strategies Group, this research included interviews with rural 
data practitioners and a data scan of key sources. The report calls for increased sample size, partnerships 
between governments and data users and a re-evaluation of rural definitions to better reflect rural 
realities.  
 
All extreme poverty counties in 2018 were rural, ERS reports. 
Using the most recent available American Community Survey data to examine poverty rates by county, 
USDA’s Economic Research Service found that of the 664 counties with poverty rates above 20%, 524 
were outside metropolitan areas. Fifteen of the 664 had extremely high poverty rates, above 40%, and all 
of those were outside metro areas. They were concentrated in South Dakota and Mississippi, where 
Native Americans and African Americans make up large portions of the population in poverty.  
 
Recent publications and media of interest   

• Hotspots: Prisons and Slaughterhouses Hit Rural Communities Hard, a Nonprofit Quarterly 
article, details how COVID-19 has disproportionately affected rural areas with meat processing 
plants and correctional facilities. The article explains why these industries were wooed by struggling 
rural communities and how promises of improved economies have gone largely unfulfilled. It also 
explores other industry possibilities, such as health care centers, that would benefit the health and 
well-being of residents.  

 
 

http://www.ruralhome.org/sct-information/hac-news/1802-hac-news-march-19-2020
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/resume-field-operations.html
http://www.ruralhome.org/whats-new/mn-whats-new/45-announcements/1798-respond-to-the-2020-census
https://2020census.gov/en/ways-to-respond.html
http://www.ruralhome.org/whats-new/mn-coronavirus/1819-covid-19-in-rural-america-update
http://ruralhome.org/storage/documents/publications/rrreports/Rural-Prosperity-Report.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fruralhome.org%2Fstorage%2Fdocuments%2Fpublications%2Frrreports%2FIn_Search_of_Good_Rural_Data.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cisabella%40ruralhome.org%7Cf15eeb03019f4e80f1de08d7f82b8bf2%7C9c228e9a45424d56bd6f890cf9ced7b9%7C1%7C0%7C637250738239523339&sdata=nX27CrGKXcGBZOe4G2r%2BLTTbYJMplhpPK6acDHaaY0M%3D&reserved=0
http://www.ruralhome.org/whats-new/blog-posts/1822-good-rural-dataincluding-reliable-sources-of-housing-datais-essential
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2020/may/extreme-poverty-counties-found-solely-in-rural-areas-in-2018/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/hotspots-prisons-and-slaughterhouses-hit-rural-communities-hard/
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• Making Health Count: Monetizing the Health Benefits of In-Home Services Delivered by 
Energy Efficiency Programs, a report from the American Council for an Energy-Efficient 
Economy, notes that the large existing network of in-home energy efficiency programs could be 
modified to include measures that promote better health outcomes for residents. If existing 
weatherization programs targeted four common health risks – asthma, falls, and exposure to 
extreme heat or cold – they could save more than $228 million annually due to avoided health 
harms.  

• Millions Stuck at Home with no Plumbing, Kitchen or Place to Stay Safe from Kaiser Health 
News points out that keeping healthy is complicated for the millions of Americans who live without 
complete plumbing or kitchens, or in overcrowded conditions. Homes in rural areas are more likely 
to lack these basic services than in other places of the country. The analysis relied in part on HAC 
data.  

• Monterey County Ag Workers Comprise Nearly a Quarter of County COVID-19 Diagnoses, 
an article in The Californian, describes the health risks faced by farmworkers due to factors 
including their often crowded housing conditions.  

 
Need capital for your affordable housing project?  
HAC’s loan funds provide low interest rate loans to support single- and multifamily affordable housing 
projects for low-income rural residents throughout the U.S. and territories. Capital is available for all types 
of affordable and mixed-income housing projects, including preservation, farmworker, senior and veteran 
housing. HAC loan funds can be used for pre-development, site acquisition, site development and 
construction/rehabilitation. Contact HAC’s loan fund staff at hacloanfund@ruralhome.org, 202-842-
8600.  
Please note: HAC is not able to offer loans to individuals or families. Borrowers must be nonprofit or for-profit organizations 
or government entities (including tribes). 

https://www.aceee.org/research-report/h2001
https://www.aceee.org/research-report/h2001
https://khn.org/news/millions-stuck-at-home-with-no-plumbing-kitchen-or-space-to-stay-safe/
http://ruralhome.org/storage/documents/abt-hac-reports/45for45-LastOuthouse.pdf
https://www.thecalifornian.com/story/news/2020/04/27/monterey-county-ag-workers-comprise-quarter-covid-19-diagnoses/3034135001/
http://www.ruralhome.org/hac-services/lending
mailto:hacloanfund@ruralhome.org

